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COG INDUSTRY MEMBERS
Advanced Sport Touring 
Ryan Niquette • Waterford, MI
niquettert@gmail.com 
248-672-7783 
Comprehensive collection of sport 
touring accessories

Aerostich Rider Warehouse� 
Andy Goldfine� • Duluth, MN� 
agoldfine@aerostich.com� 
800-222-1994� 
Aerostich riding apparel, accessories, 
touring essentials�

American Motorcyclist Association� 
Tigra Tsujikawa� • San Clemente, CA� 
tigra@ama-cycle.org� 
949-861-0863� 
The premier motorcyclist’s rights 
organization, races, events�

Amsoil� 
Doug Turner� • Big Lake, AK� 
doug@mtaonline.net� 
907-315-4055 
Synthetic lubricants

Angel Ride Enterprises 
Fred Harmon • Fort Worth, TX 
fredharmon@netzero.net 
817 249 4292 
9–DVD Maintenance Guides for the 
Concours 14 and GL1800 GoldWing

Backroads Magazine 
Brian Rathjen •Branchville, NJ 
editor@backroadsusa.com 
973-948-4176 
Excellent magazine devoted to sport 
touring.

Baldwin Motorbike Saddles 
Loren Mock • Baldwin City, KS 
Loren@MotorbikeSaddles.com 
785-393-0594 
Highest quality custom saddles for the 
discriminating rider

Buck Sport Touring 
Larry Buck • Boca Raton, FL
lrbuck@aol.com 
561-417-3601 
Tailbrights, helmet lock brackets, dash 
shelves, risers, lighting mounts

Connie Pegs LLC 
Ronnie Agostini • Nixa, MO 
ragsag@mowisp.net 
417-725-2432 
Custom pegs for the Concours

Manic Salamander 
Paul Ashman • Minneapolis, MN 
pashman@manicsalamander.com 
612-868-9881 
Anti-vibration bar ends

Motorcycle Larry 
Larry Wilkin • Simi Valley, CA 
npt@sbcglobal.net 
805-583-0373 
Risers, lowers, seats, ram mounts, and 
more

Murphs’ Kits 
Gary Murphy • Manitou, KY 
murph@murphskits.com 
270-322-8097 
Aftermarket merchandise with custom 
applications for the Concours

Performance Oil Store 
Barry Robertson • Powell, TN 
SpectroOilTn@gmail.com 
865-567-6955 
High performance lubrication solu-
tions

Phil’s Farkles 
Phillip Ham • Ovilla, TX 
phham81@sbcglobal.net 
972-617-1291 
Machined aluminum luggage racks for 
the C14

Precision Engineering 
Phil Boyce • Kalispell, MT 
preeng@centurytel.net 
406-752-8688 
Custom machining and motorsports 
products

Riders of Kawasaki 
Brian Gibson • Irvine, CA 
brian.gibson@kmc-usa.com 
949-770-0400 ext 2629 
Kawasaki’s enthusiast club, special 
events, member discounts, more

Rocket Moto 
Adam Schoolsky • Hollis, NH 
adam@rocketmoto.com 
877-533-4245 
Sales and installation of motorcy-
cle electronics and communications 
systems

ROK Straps USA, LLC 
Rolf-Immo Gabbe • Puyallup, WA 
rolf@rokstraps.com 
253-435-4211 
Innovative motorcycle luggage straps

Shoodaben Engineering 
Steve Sefsick • Wesley Chapel, FL
Ssef59@tampabay.rr.com 
813-973-8845 
Motorcycle performance enhance-
ments

Sonic Springs 
Richard Desmond • Midwest City, OK 
rdesmond@cox.net 
405-769-4544 
Custom springs for all motorcycles

Trench Fighter Customs 
Theodore Nanko • Perry, MI 
trenchfighter@msn.com 
517-625-3802 
Luggage and parts for adventure 
touring riders

Twisted Throttle 
Erik Stephens • Peace Dale, RI 
info@twistedthrottle.com 
401-284-4200 
Motorcycle accessories and apparel, 
lighting, and morePlease support COG’s Industry Members 

with your business! The Concourier Industry Member and advertising policy has changed effective 9/19/2011. All industry member dues are 
only $50 annually. Industry members wishing to advertise in The Concourier receive a 15% discount. Please contact Vic 
Salisbury, COG’s Industry Liason by email at:  
industry-liason@cog-online.org
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KEN’S COMMENTSExecutive Director, Ken Ford, COG #354  
6099 Waterwood Way, Bartow FL 33830 
863-646-2653  exec-dir@cog-online.org
Safety Director, Jim Culp, COG #6720 
421 McGill Circle, Iva SC 29655 
864-348-7473  safety@cog-online.org
Insurance Communications, Mike Aldea, COG # 528 
100 Rock Road, Apt. 82, Hawthorne, NJ 07506 
973-238-1107  insurance@cog-online.org
Merchandise Sales, John Hamilton, COG #9279 
1057 Fairview Road, Hagerstown, MD 21742 
301-733-5387  merchandise@cog-online.org
Historian, Bob Dombrowe, COG #1904 
3280 Sandown Park Road, Keswick VA 22947 
434-971-8160  historian@cog-online.org
Secretary, Jo Poole, COG #6247 
6237 S. Windforest Pt., Floral City, FL 34436 
352-476-6703  secretary@cog-online.org
Information Technology, Colin Prior, COG #7767 
15602 35th Ave. NE, Lake Forest Park WA 98155 
206-310-4610 it@@cog-online.org
Treasurer, Nancy Prior, COG #7767A 
15602 35th Ave. NE, Lake Forest Park WA 98155 
206-909-1583  treasurer@cog-online.org
Technical Editor, Fred Harmon, COG #2170 
4214 Rawleigh Drive, Fort Worth TX 76126 
817-249-4292  tech-ed@cog-online.org
The Concourier Editor, Bill Hilson, COG #9466 
39 Snowberry Lane, New Canaan CT 06840 
203-801-9688  editor@cog-online.org
Industry Liaison, Vic Salisbury, COG #3673 
4952 80th Ave. Cir East, Saraspta FL 34243 
941-870-3433  industry-liaison@ cog-online.org
Marketing Manager, Mike Kuban, COG #3633 
1029 Keyes Ave., Schenectady NY 12309 
518-377-9291  marketing@cog-online.org
Membership Secretary, Darrell Anderson, COG #3562 
171 Sanjen Lane, Stevenson WA 98648 
360-931-0655  membership@cog-online.org

Bike Week 2013
I just returned from Bike Week at Daytona and as usu-
al had a great time. What’s not to like - a week on the mo-
torcycle amongst 400,000 of your closest friends. ROK once 
again had their Hospitality Tent set up next to the Kawasaki 
Demo Rides. The ROK tent is a place to meet many Coggers 
from all over North America.

Once again thanks to Jim and Pat Polito for hosting the 
COG Chilifest at their home. There was a great turn out for 
some great chili.

2014 National Rally Name The Location Contest
In a couple of days (it should be there by the time you re-
ceive this magazine) we will roll out a new contest. On the 
home page adjacent to the National Rally info you will find 
the Name the Location Contest. We will have photos tak-
en from places near the 2014 location.  It will cost $1.00 per 
entry with half of the proceeds going to the winner and half 
going to the OTP traveler. This is one way that we intend to 
support the OTP project. The entries must be mailed to:  
COG - NTL , 6099 Waterwood Way, Bartow, FL 33830.

  We are only accepting mail-in entries since to use COG-
MOS would cost us about half of the entry fee. The winner 
will be drawn at the 2013 National in Idaho Falls. You do not 
have to be present to win. If there is more than one correct 
answer, all the correct ones will be placed in a hat and a win-
ner drawn. You can enter as many times as you like - look on 
it as a contribution to OTP!

Over the Pond
2014 would not be the normal year for a European OTP trav-
eler to come to our National, but since it is our 25th Anniver-
sary we are asking the OTP crew to make an exception and 
send someone. There is a possibility that they may skip 2013 
and come in 2014 instead. Regardless it would be great to 
have an overseas visitor for the 25th Anniversary.

In addition to the contest the Board of Directors is con-
sidering helping to fund OTP. While a final decision has not 
been reached yet we are talking about adding an OTP line 
item to our annual budget. I believe the Board is pretty much 
in favor of COG supporting this effort. You may know that 
in the past OTP has not asked COG for monetary support 
favoring instead to do it themselves. Because of the current 
economic climate they have decided to ask for our help. 

COG National Leadership Team  

 >COG Needs You!< 
National Opportunities Available: 
Information Technology Manager 

Treasurer 
Merchandise Sales Manager  

Contact Executive Director Ken Ford at:  
exec-dir@cog-online.org  

about these National positions.

Continues on page 4 
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Riding Season

Many of you Northerners (Yankees) are just getting your 
bikes prepared for riding season while us Southerners have 
had to keep our bikes on the road all winter. But during that 
time all of your AD’s and AAD’s were hard at work prepar-
ing for the new season as well. All of the COG Areas have 
planned many opportunities for getting together. We have a 
full schedule! If you are one of the many COG members that 
don’t attend club events, I invite you to do so this year. You 
meet many great people at COG events and have a great time 
doing so. 

Ken

KEN’S COMMENTS
Continued from page 3

As agreed at the Mt. Snow COG National Town Hall meet-
ing, the dates of National rallies are to be announced 18 
months ahead to give members ample time to plan their vaca-
tions. Therefore, we are pleased to  announce at this time that 
the Concours Owners Group Twenty Fifth Anniversary “Sil-
verdammit’ National Rally will be held June 16-20, 2014. 

Ken Ford, Executive Director, announced at the 2012 
Eureka Springs National Rally that our “Silver Anniversary” 
rally, to be named, ‘Silverdammit’ will be a joint collaboration 
between the Northeast and Southeast Areas. The exact loca-
tion will be announced at the ‘Rocky Mountain Rendezvous’ , 
Idaho Falls, COG National Rally banquet on August 29, 2013. 

As in several past National Rallys we will be having a 
contest to see which COG Member can guess this location 
before it is announced. Each dollar guess will be split even-
ly between the COG raffle location winner and the Over the 
Pond (OTP) traveler to assist them in coming to the Silver-
dammit National Rally. More details about how the contest 
works will be forthcoming soon.

We look forward to seeing a large turnout at Idaho Falls 
to enjoy the Rocky Mountain Rendezvous of COG and to 
hear the plans for COG’s 25th Anniversary rally.

Bob Dombrowe,  
Chair, 2014 COG National Rally Planning Team

Ride. Live. Write. Submit.

The Concourier is always on the lookout for original articles re-
lating to all things Concours. You don’t need to be an Area Direc-
tor or COG officer to submit articles to the Concourier (but you 
do need to be a member of COG)… all you need is a Concours or 
a friend that has one, an adventure or two, a story from a rally, 
and a word processor. If you have a story ready to go, or an idea 
for a story, contact the managing editor to discuss your contri-
bution. We also seek pictures to accompany your saga, so keep 
those cameras handy!

Please Contact: Bill Hilson 
editor@cog-online.org or bill@hilsoncreative.com 

>CALL FOR ARTICLES< 

In For Repairs
Healing prayers, energy 

and wishes for COG brothers and sisters 
temporarily on the mend. Get back in the 
saddle real soon, y’hear?

Ken McClurg
Larry Leranth

John Hamilton 
Doug Re 

John Carver
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If you ever thought about riding 
US129 in North Carolina and Tennes-
see, you will have ridden what motor-
cyclists call the Dragon.  To compress 
318 curves into 11 miles requires a 
concentrated effort on part of the rider 
and very little distraction to make sure 
it is a safe and enjoyable ride.

But if you were to take a survey 
of most Coggers, you would probably 
find that they lean towards long dis-
tance sport touring (with an occasional 
Dragon thrown in!).  COG has a histo-
ry of covering long distances to get to a 
destination (or just picking a direction 
and heading out) while going through 
some interesting scenery on the way.  

In the 1994 Concourier Volume 6, 
Issue 3, June, there is a Connie about 
to enter and experience the Arkan-
sas; ‘Crooked and Steep Next 37 miles 
Drive With Care’ section of Route 7.  
This road started about 45 miles dis-
tance from last year’s Eureka Springs 
National which I suspect several 
members rode.

 Then in the 1997 Concouri-
er, Volume 9, Issue 5 we see a great, 
‘Next 140 Miles’ curvy road sign 
on California Hwy 36 which runs 
across the Northern part of the state 
and stops at Hwy 101, just south of 

Fortuna.  Again more than likely Cog-
gers were enjoying the ride.

And while you are contemplating 
your trip to the Idaho Rocky Moun-
tain Rendezvous National this August, 

consider riding the ‘Winding Roads 
Next 99 Miles’ which is part of Idaho 
US12. 

For those who have been around 
the area a bit, the Idaho sign several 
years ago used to say Next 77 miles.  I 
would like to think that COG had some 
influence on improving the rideabil-
ity of this road, but maybe this is just 
a dream.  And don’t forget this is only 
about 300 miles north of Idaho Falls, 
the location of this year’s National, 
maybe time to include this adventure 
on your way there or back?

Ride Safe, until next time.

Bob 
History is always in the making!

COG CHRONICLES
Bob Dombrowe #1904 Historian of COG

We like long curvy roads
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The COG National Rally 
August 26–30, 2013—Idaho Falls, ID

This is it. The Big One. El 
supremo. The big enchilada. 

The event of the year. The an-
nual COG National Rally dubbed “Rocky Mountain Ren-
dezvous” centered in Idaho Falls, one of the jewels of the 
great Northwest.

You know you want to be there, and you know we all 
want you to be there, and there is still plenty of time to make 
those plans, put in for your sick days coming and get your 
Connie farkled and fired up for the trip.

I’m delighted to say that the planning for this year’s ral-
ly is coming along nicely. We have had a great response so 
far from attendee’s and sponsors alike. The rally HQ is now 
almost fully booked mid-week, and of course there are still 
plenty of rooms elsewhere in Idaho Falls.  We are delight-
ed that Murph is once again sponsoring an ice cream social, 
“way to go Gary” and that ROK, Kawasaki and Klim are all 
joining Murph as ‘Platinum’ sponsors. 

A few folks have raised some concerns over the rally 
pricing that is higher than last year. As a general rule COG 
aims to break even on the National Rally, sometimes our ex-
penses are slightly higher than our income sometimes not.  
This year is no exception, the “discounted” $70 member 
pricing covers the banquet meal, the welcome BBQ, a live 
band (dead ones are so passé), insurance, most of the cost of 
the T-Shirt, some of the door and other event prizes and a 
number of other sundry items.  We do have a slight budget 
excess at the moment but we promise to do our best to spend 
it all. Oh did I mention that we are also covering the cost of 
flying all the BOD to the event by Concorde* . 

Along with the usual events that we typically hold at the 
National; like the bike show, the welcome party etc. we plan 
to mix things up a little this year by, weather permitting, we 
will be holding the banquet outside as a street party, along 
with a live band. Well it is a ho-down right!  In addition Ted 
has arranged specially COG discounted,  adrenalin pumping, 
ass kickin’,  class 2-3 rafting trip where you will have the op-
portunity to dunk fellow COG officers in the Snake River.*

Nancy will be organizing the Pillion Riders breakfast for 
the ladies though all will of course be welcome. Nancy is still 
looking for a speaker for the event, if anyone has a sugges-
tion or would like to volunteer please contact her at: 
treasurer@cog-online.org 

On behalf of the NW Rally Team I look forward to see-
ing you at the falls and meeting up and riding with acquain-
tances new and old!

Colin Prior  #7737
I.T Officer 
2013 National Rally Host

*P.S.– Yes, this was written on April 1st.

PLATINUM SPONSORS
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Although the weather was iffy, this annual event 
was a great success, thanks to loyal Concours own-
ers and guests. 

My trip from Boca Raton to Titusville was marked by 
an unexpected tip over at a I-95 rest area. Our group want-
ed to take a break just North of Fort Pierce where the traf-
fic was stopped due to an auto accident. A weather front 
was passing through making the winds quite gusty. I had 
parked my bike in a more upright position than I normal-
ly do, but thought it would be O.K. Silly me. Along came a 
strong gust that toppled the bike to the right side…..hard. 
The Rifle windshield broke in two pieces, the light mount 
was tweaked, right mirror broken, fairing trim mangled, peg 
lowerer bent, peg mount cracked, and the right side case was 
skinned up pretty good. The next week the Progressive ad-
juster said my bike was a “classic” while assessing the dam-
age. I held my breath, thinking he would total my 18 year 
old Connie. After a little wrangling, he produced a check for 
$1,200 for the damages. Thank you, sir! Do I need a CDA 
number for this…?

It was nice to see old friends and new faces at the Dixie 
Crossroads restaurant. There were some riders that were 1st 
timers at a COG event, and the C-14 riders were strongly rep-
resented too. Everyone took time to welcome the new faces 
to make them feel welcome. 

It seems like yesterday, that about a dozen Concours 
owners got together 10 years ago in Astor, FL for the 1st Last 
Blast. Over the years, The Blast has grown, weather with-
standing. Many of those 1st attendees were there today too. 
It’s not about the great food we have enjoyed, it’s a testament 
to their loyalty, and the enjoyment they get from the Club. 
Some of them may have moved on to other makes of motor-
cycles, but remain members of COG. You all know the reason 
for that. 

I urged those who were not members of the Club to 
consider joining the Group. In addition to the camaraderie, 
the Club has a wealth of technical knowledge about the care 
and feeding of our bikes. Al Norcross later told me that we 
gained some new members from this event.

I also mentioned several upcoming events for our Re-
gion, particularly the long running “Run With the Wolf” ral-
ly in Suches, GA, in April. Also I announced that we would 
renew our winter ride to the Florida Keys in February. For-
merly known as Paul Heydemann’s “Escape to the Conch 
Republic”, I called this one the “Re-escape to the Florida 
Keys”. You’ll find Jerry Brown’s excellent write up of the 
event elsewhere in this issue. 

Executive Director, Ken Ford gave us an update on COG 
from the Director’s standpoint, and a pitch for the upcoming 
National Rally in Idaho.

 Our Southeast, Area Director, Al Norcross laid out the 
Southeast Area’s plans for this year, which due to his hard 
work, have filled the calendar with events throughout the 
growing Southeast area.

Some years back I recruited Jack McVickers to be my 
AAD for Alabama. Little did I know he had retirement plans 
which included a move to Kentucky. Now he is our AAD in 
that area. It was great to see him. Check the Calendar for 
Jack’s planned events in his area. Thanks for coming, buddy.

And thanks to all who attended and made the “Last 
Blast” a success. See you next year!
 
Larry

10th Annual “Last Blast Before”
RIDE REPORTS

By Larry Buck, COG #3491, SE-AAD
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 >JOIN COG TODAY!< 
The Concourier Magazine is only one of 
the benefits of full membership in the 

Concours Owners Group.
Visit us online at www.cog-online.org 

or call (744) COG 8608

 The forum is just the beginning of the ride!

“Join for the bike—stay for the people”



LEAN ANGLES/RICH MIXTURES
Have you seen this bike?

Now, it may seem impertinant, but unless you have forbidden 
yourself the pleasures (and horrors) of online media, or unless you have 
been living under a rock for the past two months, you already know quite 
a bit about this fine machine! 

The Concourier is pleased to premiere, for the first time in print, this 
spectacular Gen. 1.x ZG1400C, owned and lovingly farkled by COG’s own 
Jay Wilcox, aka “ZG” (COG # 9735).

Jay’s relentless pursuit of detail and perfection has created one of the 
most striking and well-outfitted Concours you are likely ever to see. Not 
only has he boldly experimented with just about every imaginable farkle–
as long as they were both utilitarian and elegant–he went all-in for this 
insanely beautiful and Kawasaki-correct Golden Blazed Green livery.

This is truly a one-of-a-kind C14, so you’ll know it when you see it. 
Kawasaki, if you are listening out there, you have just been shown the 
future of the showroom floor! This should be an option available in every 
model year.

Executive Directors
Rob Stevens, 1989–1990 

Ron Ramlow, 1991 
George Fitch, 1992–1994 

Tom Adams III, 1995–1998 
Carl Metler, 1999–2005 

Guy B. Young II, 2005–2009 
Ken Ford, 2009–present

The Concourier is a publication of the 
Concours Owners Group (COG) and is pub-
lished by COG.

The Concourier Submission Guidelines: 
Articles submitted for consideration should 
be MS Word documents or raw text files. 
Artwork should be submitted in conven-
tional graphics formats (.jpg, .tif, .eps, .psd, 
.ai, etc.) in highest-possible resolutions 
without any manipulation or cropping. Art 
or photos placed in MS Word documents 
can not be accepted.

Letters to the Editor will be published in 
The Concourier. Letters should be less than 
250 words and must include the writer’s 
name and COG number.

Submissions to the Editor are sent to:  
editor@cog-online.org, or in a digital for-
mat via snail mail to: Bill Hilson, 39 Snow-
berry Lane, New Canaan, CT 06840-5226.

If you wish any materials to be returned 
please include a pre-addressed envelope 
with suitable postage attached.

All material appearing in The Concourier is 
considered copyright protected and none 
of it in whole or part may be reproduced in 
any manner without written permission of 
The Concours Owners Group. 

Advertising from the motorcycling commu-
nity is always invited! Contact Vic Salisbury 
at: industry-liason@cog-online.org, or Bill 
Hilson at: editor@cog-online.org, or go to 
www.cog-online to learn more.

The Concourier submission deadline for the 
Summer 2013 edition is June 15, 2013.

Concourier Team
Managing Editor: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Bill Hilson 
Assistant Editor . . . . . .     Jenn Bryant-Gregory 
C10 Technical Editor:. . . . . . . . . . .          Larry Buck 
C14 Technical Editor:. . . . . . . . .        Fred Harmon 
Photo Editor: . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Alex Gofayzen
Regular Contributors: 		
Bob Pappalardo, Bob Burns, Rich Reed 
All Officers and Board Members

COG endorses safe riding, use of proper safety 
equipment, knowing and respecting your own 

limits, and respect for all on the road.

Concours Owners Group
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 ADVERTISE in CONCOURIER 
The Concourier Magazine is seen by thousands of mo-
torcycling and sport-touring enthusiasts. We are pas-
sionate about our bikes, riding apparel and accesso-

ries, and we support an active aftermarket to prove it.
Visit us online at www.cog-online.org 
or call (744) COG 8608 to learn more.
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From the back of Karl Schenkel’s head, clockwise: Brian & Andrea 
Felice, Wayne Geiser, Bruce Jansen & Necia Stevens, Steve Smith, Bill 
Billig, Mike Aldea, Ralph Grillo, Bob Clancy. Not in the shot: Alex Benoit, 
and Bill Hilson (on camera).

CT Meet ’n Greet

A C-10 and a C-14 ride the ferry from Mukilteo to Clinton on Whidbey Island. 
The massive torque of the Connies may have contributed to the instability 
of the local soil structure, possibly one contributing factor in March’s 
noteworthy landslides.

Whidbey Island, WA

Jim Culp, SC AAD and COG National Safety Officer

Keys Ride, FL

It’s almost always sunny in the southwest! A brief stop 
in Searchlight, NV while running the Nipton CA loop. L to 
R Mark Hartman, Mark Owen, Kevin Turner.

We happened upon a celebration of the 100th anniversary of the 
2nd liquor license issued in Nevada.  Marc Owen and Kevin Turner 

wondering if they should go in for a spell.  In Goodsprings, NV.

Desert Loop, NV

Each issue of The Concourier features a 
full-color section highlighting member’s 
events and rides.


